From the ample field of practical observation which I have enjoyed, while acting for the last ten years as ordinary physician to the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, and the attention which I have, during the greater part of that period, necessarily devoted to the clinical study of the special diseases of women, I venture to hope that some record of my hospital experience may now prove in some degree acceptable to the profession. From Patient states that about twenty-four years ago she was delivered of her first child, a female. She kept her bed for a week, after which she supposed she had an attack of piles. As she began to gain strength, she was less troubled with the prolapsus, which ultimately disappeared, except after her confinements, or when any debilitating cause induced more than ordinary weakness. At her last confinement, three and a half years ago, she was delivered by instruments, and soon after the uterus became prolapsed, and has remained ever since in that condition. She experienced great pain and inconvenience ; but, from feelings of delicacy, she did not apply for medical advice until July last, when she consulted a medical man, who replaced the uterus for her, and introduced a gutta percha ring, which, so long as the patient sat, retained the uterus in situ, but proved ineffectual when she rose and walked about. Two weeks after this she applied for relief at the Royal Infirmary, and was supplied with a pessary ; but this also soon came away. (To be continued.)
